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Remember the 15:
In Memory of Those Who Lost Their Life

Glenn Bolton
Lorena Cruz-Alexander
Rafael "Ralph" Herrera, Jr.
Daniel J. Hogan, llI
Jimmy Ray Hunnings
Morris "Monk" King
Larry Wayne Linsenbardt
Arthur Galvan Ramos
Ryan Rodriguez
James Warren Rowe
Linda Marie Hammer Rowe
Kimberly Smith
Susan Duhan Taylor
Larry Sheldon Thomas
Eugene White

Our Mission

We are here to remember and honor the 15 people who tragically lost their life and
the many others whose lives were forever changed as a result of the March 23,
2005 BP Texas City plant explosion.

We are here to remember commitments made by many of us five years ago. For
BCA, it was promises to our clients to be aggressive and thorough in discovering the
root causes of this tragedy. Promises to the general public to disclose all the results
of our independent investigations. Promises of spreading awareness in order to
improve safety conditions for all industrial plants so that tragedies such as this may
be prevented in the future. For the USW and safety organizations, it was a promise
to work with the industry to use this information to make petrochemical facilities a
safer place to work. For enforcement agencies, it was to tighten regulatory
mandates and improve oversight. For the judiciary, it was to ensure that all parties
to the litigation receive justice. And for all of us, it was to leave this tragedy with
lessons learned and make sure they are never forgotten.

On this, the fifth year anniversary of the Texas City plant explosion, we are here
together to commemorate those who lost their life and take a look back at what
progress has been made. These promises and the calls for action that followed, for
all the lives that were touched, will never be broken.

Brent Coon
Founder — Brent Coon & Associates



Today’s Agenda

11:30 - 12:00: Luncheon. For those whose life has been touched by the BP tragedy,
this luncheon will allow all involved parties the opportunity to mingle and mix with
the media and each other.

12:00 — 12:05: Opening remarks by Brent Coon. Mr. Coon will welcome all of our
guests and provide a brief overview of the purpose behind the ceremony.

12:05 - 12:45: Presentations. Speakers from various regulatory agencies, labor
organizations, advocacy groups, recipients of charitable donations and family
members of the victims of the BP tragedy will offer brief overviews of progress made
and lives affected as a result of the explosion.

12:45 -1:00: Q & A. Open forum for guests and media members to inquire about

specific subjects relating to the BP tragedy and the “Remember the 15” Dedication
Announcement.

Listing of Guest Speakers

Brent Coon — Brent Coon & Associates
Eva Rowe - Daughter of James & Linda Rowe (victims of the explosion)

Diane Findley — Brent Coon & Associates (on behalf of James & Linda Rowe Memorial
Scholarship recipients)

Dr. David Herndon/Dr. William Mileski — University of Texas Medical Branch
Dr. M. Sam Mannan — Mary Kay O'Connor Process Safety Center Regents Professor
Monica O’Neal — Director of College of the Mainland Foundation
Honorable Susan Criss — 212t District Court Judge in Galveston County
David Senko — Manager of Construction, Jacobs/J.E. Merit

Jim Lefton/Joe Bilancich — United Steelworkers



Statements from Absent Guests

“Five years ago, the Texas City BP plant exploded, needlessly killing 15
Texans and shattering scores of families. We must not forget the lessons of
that awful day. When corporate interests are allowed to avoid
accountability, they will invariably cut corners. When they skimp on
workplace safety, then there is a higher likelihood of a catastrophic event
that spews pollution into our air, threatens the safety of children in nearby
schools, and puts workers in danger.”

Alex Winslow — Executive Director, Texas Watch

Charitable Contributions

University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, Truman G. Blocker Adult
Burn Unit
S§12.5 million

Texas A&M University, Mary Kay O'Connor Process Safety Center
S$12.5 million

College of the Mainland
S5 million

St Jude’s Hospital
S1 million

Hornbeck High School, Hornbeck, Louisiana
S1 million



Fifteen Precious Butterflies
By Jill Eisnaugle

Fifteen precious butterflies
Flew softly on the breeze
Far from their earthen sacrifice
To find their souls at ease
Resting within the vibrant beams
Of Heaven’s light, divine
Where true shall be, their every dream
To last throughout all time.

While here on earth, we mourn and pray
For the butterflies we knew
We know that we shall meet one day
Beyond the skies of blue
So, through our sadness and our grief
WEe’ll pass this somber test
Knowing that we shall find relief
Within His Righteousness.

Fifteen precious butterflies
From this world flew away
Far from their earthen sacrifice
Yet in our hearts, they’ll stay
Until we meet once more, at Home
In memories, we shall behold
The fifteen precious butterflies
Whose wings are now pure gold.

© 2005 - Jill Eisnaugle’s Poetry Collection



Letters from James & Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship
Recipients

Brent Coon & Associates
215 Orleans Street
Beaumont, TX 77701

Dear Brent Coon & Associates,

When I heard my name called out to receive this award I didn’t know what to think at
first. To be totally honest with you I didn’t know what had just happened. 1 just
remember everyone clapping and then walking up to the stand to receive the award.
After the graduation was over is when it really started to sink in, What a privilege and
honort to rceeive such a gitt. Again | would like to say thank you,

Since graduating in May 1 have been attending Northwestern State University in Ft. Polk
where T am majoring in Nursing. [ have plans this summer to move to Natchitoches
where T will continue studying on main campus. I am learming more about the medical
field daily and continue to drecam of helping others. Since my college carcer started T am
leaning towards maybe becoming a traveling nurse but T know my ambition in life is to
help those in need. The scholarship has helped me pay for school in more ways than one.
Tt hay helped pay for my books, the tuition not covered by TOPS, my gas and it will
continue to help with my rent in May. T have learned what I have heard my mom say a
hundred times over ~ “Money doesn’t grow on frees™ and realizing just how trus it is.

T was just telling my fiiend the siory of how T received the scholarship. I told her about
the BP Texas City explosion and who had lost their lives in this senscless accident, T feal
very blessed to have been given the opportunity 1o apply for this scholarship, Texplained
to her that Hombeck was the only school m the parish that awarded this scholarship as a4
way lo memorialize Miss Eva’s mom and dad, Then she told me how lucky T was to
have received the money,

You have no idea how thankful T am to have this money to continue my education. I
have greatly appreciated this scholarship since I realized just what il could do for me.

Again T would like to say thank you and may God bless all of you who made this happen
for me.

Sincerely yours,

Adam Bowling



Brent Coon and Associates
215 Orleans Street
Beaumont, TX 77701

Dear Brent Coon and Associates:

Although I am extremely grateful for the opportunity and honor to have received the
James and Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship, T am still deeply saddened by the loss of
their lives. I appreviate having received this scholarship, but I am sorry for the loss that
the family has suffered.

The money has allowed me to be able to pursue a degree as a Physical Therapist
Assistant, 1am attending school at Bossier Parish Community College in Bossier City,
Louisiana.

The money has helped pay for my gas for me to commute back and forth between
Hombeck and Bossier City three days a week. Tt has helped pay for my books and the
portion of tuition ard fees not covered by the TOPS Tech award that 1 reccived from the
state of Louisiana,

My future plans are to pursue a career as a Physical Therapist Assistant, but T am leaving
the door open to the possibility of furthering my education and becoming a Physical
Therapist.

This scholarship has made a huge difference in my life allowing me to pursue the degree
that I’ve always wanted. This degree will allow me to fulfill my life-long dream of

helping others. 1 would not have been able to do this without the James and Linda Rowe
Memorial Scholarship,

Sincerely yours,

Kelsey Snell



Brent Coon and Associates
215 Orleans Street
Beaumont, TX 77701

Receiving the James and Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship was such an
honor. It brought to fight the fact that wonderful things can come from horrific
events. With this money, so many possibilities were opened for me. Now | know
that getting my education does not have to be financially burdensome far my
family. With this money | also have the opportunity to further my education after
receiving my bachelor's degree.

| have been going to Northwestern State University for almost 2 years and
working hard to maintain a 4.0. | am majoring in Psychology and after getting my
bachelors | hope to get accepted into Occupational Therapy school, which is a
master's program,

| feel so blessed that | was chosen to be the first recipient of the James
and Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship. Every semester when the money is
used, | think about where the money came from and say a special prayer for the
victims' families. This scholarship has opened so many doors for my future. My
life has truly been changed by it and | cannot thank you enough!!!

Most gratefully yours,

Kaci Merriman



Brent Coon & Associates
215 Orleans Strest
Beaumont, TX 77701

There are times when “thank you” seems like such an understatement, and in the case of the James and
Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship, it is, The establishment of this scholarship has been one of the stellar
cxamples of generosity that 1 have observed in my 17 years in education.

When news ol the homrific tragedy of the BI* Texas City Refinery explosion reached us that futeful day in
March of 2005, we could never have guessed the personal impact and loss that it would mean for our small
communily. It was 4 day where the bad news got worse as the day went on:  there’s been an explosion,
people have been killed, James and Linda were working there, they are missing, The words still send chills
down my spinc.  These were people we knew!  They lived here, Linda worked with us, we had watched
Jeremy aud Eva grow up right here in our school.  Heartbroken doesn’t even begin to deseribe how we felt
as a staff, The tears flowed freely. The weeks and months that followed were filled with sadness as we
walched Jeremy and Eva have 10 do something that no children should ever have to do:  bury not one, bul
both parents. The word “why” kept resounding.

I'ime marched on, as it always does. Seasons changed. We went on about our business of educating kids.
Then, we faced news that was completely opposite in naturc—it was the good news, Eva didn’t accept the
settlement, Eva is fighting BP, Eva has won.....and then, Eva is gifting Hornbeck High School graduates.

Tn a school where just over 50 pereent of our students are on froe or reduced fee lunches, can you imagine
what kind of news this was?  As sad and as tragic as (the loss was, the news that our graduating seniors
would receive assistance to further their education was incredible. Again, the tears flowed freely, but this
time, for joy!

My heartfelt and most sincere appreciate to Eva Rowe for remembering Hornbeck High School students
with the establishment of the James and Linda Rowe Memorial Scholarship.  May God bless you, Eva, for
giving Lo them and for encouraging them by your exanmple of generosity,

In a world whete the logal system is considered 1o be a “nightmare” on a good day, T can say that dealing
with Brent Coon and Associates, and specitically Diane Findley, Legal Assistant to Brent Coons, has baen
an absolute joy. Thank you for making this process so casy and for your readiness to assistant al any time
that we need you. Tappreeiate you, Dianc!

Fome of the Hornets
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